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What a pleasure 
it is to associate 

with other PSOC members 
who share a passion for pho-
tography! The quality of each 
member’s work and the open 
and sharing disposition that 
all members seem to have 
adds to the enjoyment. We all 
have the opportunity to learn 
from each other and develop 
our skills and artistic abilities. 
We also have a lot of mem-
bers that are helping keep the 
PSOC running smoothly. 
Thank you to all of you! 
 
Please mark your calendar 
to indicate that the Septem-
ber PSOC meeting will oc-
cur on September 15th, 
which is a week earlier than 
normal because of the trip 
to the Grand Canyon. There 
will not be a Post Production 
Gang meeting in September. 
 
Several members have per-
sonal websites, and we would 
like to have links to those 
websites incorporated into the 
PSOC.net website. Please 
send an email to me with your 
website address and your per-
mission to use the link. Send 
to 

mikewhitmore@verizon.net 

Be sure to visit the 
www.psocphoto.net website 
to see photos from the re-
cent meeting and other 
members’ photos. The pass-
word changes each month 
and is psoc followed by the 
two-digit month of the last 
meeting and two-digit year, 
currently “psoc0711.” 

Al and Stella Gerk hosted a 
very pleasant reception last 
Saturday at the Artist’s Eye 
Gallery in Laguna Beach.  
Several PSOC members 
attended and we enjoyed 
seeing Al’s outstanding 
photographs.  Thank you to 
both Al and Stella for invit-
ing us.  You can visit the 
Gallery website at 
http://www.artisteyelagunagal
lery.com/ . 

The MUZEO show book is 
completed and will be avail-
able at the 8/25 PSOC meet-
ing for you to look over. All 
of the images that were in 
the show are featured in the 
book. 
 
At the August PSOC meet-
ing, we will be viewing pic-
tures from the field trip to 
San Juan Capistrano Mis-
sion and from the assign-

ment “People.”  We will also 
see more of the pictures taken 
by PSOC members that earned 
ribbons at the   Orange County 
Fair. Those of you who re-
ceived ribbons can email the 
images to Denji at psocpho-
to@gmail.com and put “OC 
Fair ribbons” in the subject 
box. 

See you on August 27th at the 
Los Angeles County Arbore-
tum & Botanic Garden.  I 
would like to get to know you 
better, so please consider us-
ing the carpooling set-up  
posted in the newsletter and 
we can ride together. 

We have over 30 members 
going on the North Rim of the 
Grand Canyon trip in Septem-
ber.  We will have some spec-
tacular images to see at the 
October meeting, to be sure. 
 
There is an alternate field trip 
to Huntington Beach Central 
Park scheduled for Saturday 
September 24th. Check this 
newsletter for details. 
 
Barry Evans will provide the 
critique this month. Barry’s 
insights are always valuable 
and interesting to learn from. 

             Mike         
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“A place where members can approach photography with 
 a resolution to reach their creative potential.” 
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    P S O C  M E E T I N G  L O C A T I O N                                                         P S O C  C A R P O O L  L O C A T I O N 
               18225 Bushard, FV                                                                                                                                                           Beach & Stark., HB                
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��9�    Aug 25th @ 6:30PM 

               Sept 15th @ 6:30PM 
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*�9�� Aug 27 - LA Arboretum 

                         Sept 22 - 25 - Grand Canyon Overnighter 

                         Sept 24 - HB Central Park 
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                    Jan - Nov -   Muzeo Gallery Show 

                                  Aug 18 @ 7PM - Post Production Gang 
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Augus t  Mee t ing  Ass ignment  -  Peop le  

Sep tember  Mee t ing  Ass ignment  -  B i rds  
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PEOPLE 
 
People are fascinating. Everywhere we go, we see these great subjects all around us, walk-
ing, talking, sitting, running, laughing, crying, etc. Now if we only had our camera with us 
all the time. On the PSOC field trips we are always taking pictures of each other and the 
people around us. 
 
We did Faces a few months ago and got some wonderful pictures. Now we get to shoot 
these people doing something. They can be sitting, walking, jumping, playing, and kissing. 
You name it. 
Cloudy overcast days provide some of the best lighting for pictures of people. Bright sun 
makes people squint, and throws harsh light on their faces. On overcast days, the soft light 

flatters faces. Light coming in from windows can give your subject a soft, almost glowing appearance. 
 
Some hints: Make it personal, have fun, always be ready, get in close, take photographs outside, catch people unaware, 
change the angle you are shooting from, capture natural reaction, consider your background very carefully, practice and 
be different. 

September Assignment:Birds of All Kinds����
To be shown in September����
Stefan Steinberg�
�

Denji Ebisu has spent many years photographing birds in our local area. He is a long-
term PSOC club member and most of us have seen his beautiful work. I spoke with him 
recently and he said his favorite places to photograph birds are the Bolsa Chica Wetlands, 
Newport Back Bay, and Huntington Beach Central Park on both sides of Golden West, 
including the lake. He prefers a lighter weight hand-held system, but many photographers 
use a tripod. Denji likes a 200 mm lens with a 1.7 multiplier shooting at about 500th.�
�
You can easily spend a lot of money on cameras, big lenses and tripods like the profes-

sional photographers do, but amateurs can get very credible results with patience, care and practice. Early morning is 
an excellent time when the birds are looking for food. Denji indicates birds are not as active on overcast days.�
�
One of my favorite bird photos was of a wonderful hummingbird that protected my elderly mother’s bird feeder.�

�
An excellent article on how to photograph birds in flight is at:�
http://www.evergladesphotosociety.org/articles/flightpart01.html�

You can find many more good videos by Googling 
“Photographing Birds.”�
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���������The critique this month will be given by Barry Evans.  
Barry has taught photography and processing techniques 
for many years and his insights are always interesting and 
helpful.  Barry is the Professional Cameras and Lighting 
Dept. Manager at Samy’s in Santa Ana.  We will be show-
ing our field trip, San Juan Capistrano and/or the   assign-
ment “People.” 

You can show up to three images plus a title. Send to Den-
ji at psocphoto@gmail.com on or before  Aug 23rd by 
6:00PM . 

      Re-size your images to 1000 pixels for the longest  di-
mension before sending them.    �
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Journeys: A Photographic Exhibition,  ANCIENT MYSTERIES TO MODERN WONDERS 

Continuing until October 10, 2011 

Journeys represents the work of 48 fine art photographers from the Photographic Society of Orange 
County. You will be able to experience the people and geography from many familiar and not-so-
familiar places as you view this collection of 110 photographs which represent 56 countries. 
We hope you will feel the sense of adventure as you see such scenes as evening light on                    
Macchhapuchhre  in Nepal, Himba Women in Namibia, the Singing Dunes in Mongolia, and a Baby 
Gorilla in Rwanda.  

The selection of images celebrates the diversity of people in this world of adventure we live in, as ex-
pressed by the collective vision of these fine photographers. 
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To PSOC members:�
��
Andy Schmidt sent me this information and I thought you might be interested.�
��
Mike�
��

This weekend, there is a sand castle festival (http://lbsandcastle.com/) and a Tiki festival next weekend 
(http://alfredosbeachclub.com/tiki_festival.htm), both at the same location in Long Beach. there is also a civ-
il war reenactment at Fort Tejon up near lebec next weekend (http://www.forttejon.org/). of course, on labor 
day weekend, there is the huge civil war reenactment in Huntington Beach(HBCivilWar.webs.com). and for 
those not into the reenactment thing, there is an art deco festival on the queen mary over labor day weekend 

as well (http://www.adsla.org/evens/Queen_Mary/11/qm2011.html) 
� 
�����������������������������
�
�
�

                            Louis LaCroix has a website that is well worth visiting.  Please check it out.   
 

       �����������	
�����
��  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
     Jay Stafford recently completed his first book Mourning Mist , a novel depicting the experi-
ence of three young soldiers in the Civil War. It is available at Amazon and Barnes and Noble as 

well as other booksellers.  Margie shared her comments after reading it…. 
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AUGUST FIELD TRIP �
�

L A COUNTY ARBORETUM & BOTANIC GARDEN �
301 North Baldwin Ave., Arcadia 91007�

�
Date: Saturday, August 27, 2011 

�
HCarpool will leave at 8:30AM from the Office Max lot 
on the corner of Beach Blvd  
and Stark in Huntington Beach.�

 
�

Entrance Fees: Adults - $8.00, Seniors - $6.00 NOTE – 
CASH OR CHECK ONLY �
Lunch: 12:30 PM at the Peacock Café – located near the 
Entrance/Ticket Office�
Parking: There is plenty of free parking available at the Ar-
boretum.�
Contact Info: Phone: 626 821-3222 Website: 
www.arboretum.org�
There is a Tram tour of the Arboretum for $4.00 per person 
that is scheduled for Noon, 1:00, 2:00 and 3:00 PM.�
�
�
�
�

Here is a wonderful opportunity to visit and photograph 
a huge collection of plants, flowers, and historic buildings. 

The Arboretum and Botanic Garden is contained within 
127 acres and features plants and flowers from a number 
of geographically-based areas. These include Australia, 
Africa, & Asia. In addition, there is the Tallac Knoll (a 
favorite for photography and just relaxing by the water-
fall), Tule Pond, the Tropical Greenhouse, the Palm and 
Bamboo Collection and several historic buildings near 
Baldwin Lake - the highlights of which are the Queen 
Anne Cottage (1885)¸ the Coach Barn (1879) the Adobe 
(1840). Several of these buildings and forested areas 
were used extensively in film making. 

�



Directions: The Arboretum is just south of the 210 
Foothill Freeway in Arcadia – on the west side of the 
Santa Anita Race Track.�
�
From the 210 Freeway heading west – exit Baldwin 
Ave., turn right from the offramp onto Foothill Blvd 
and turn right onto Baldwin Ave. Go south for ¼ mile 
– the Arboretum is on the�
right.�
�
Although there are several drinking fountains 
throughout the Garden, it would still be a good 
idea to bring lots of drinking water.�
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North Rim of the Grand Canyon 

 

September 22-24, 2011 

 
 

     The North Rim of the Grand Canyon, sometimes referred to as the "other" Grand      
Canyon, is less populated with visitors and uniquely different from the South Rim. 

The North Rim of the Grand Canyon offers a sense of the true American West -    
rugged, peaceful, spectacular and scenic. 

     We will be staying the nights of 9/22 to 9/24.  You can find out about the North Rim at: 
www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/directions_n_rim.htm .  We will be staying right at the 
North Rim.   

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER OVERNIGHTER FIELD  TRIP 
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