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The Joshua Tree trip provid-
ed some excellent photo 
opportunities! We look for-
ward to seeing the images 
and also seeing some inter-
esting night photos at the 
meeting. Speaking of the 
meeting, it is sometimes 
very hard for the people in 
the back to read the name 
on the title image. Please 
use a large, simple font that 
is easy to read, and a color 
that contrasts with the back-
ground of your image.  We 
do like to know whose work 
we are enjoying.  
 
Congratulations to Pam 
Degarimore, as she is now 
officially a PSOC board 
member. Thank you, Pam, 
for serving and helping to 
make PSOC a club we can 
all enjoy. 
The reservations for the 
Great Smoky Mountain 
National Park trip are being 
held open until 3/27/2011. 

There are 27 people who 
have made reservations, and 
a few rooms are still availa-
ble. The trip information 
packets will be passed out at 
the March meeting for those 
who are going. 
 
Andy Schmidt offered a 
suggestion for an alternate 
April field trip for those 
who do not go to the Great 
Smoky Mountains. He said 
“the residential area be-
tween 2nd street and the 
ocean in Belmont Shore 
provides an interesting 
neighborhood photo oppor-
tunity. It has a great variety 
of possibilities whether 
you're into plants, architec-
ture, details, people or what-
ever. It's free and easy to get 
to and there are great shops 
and lots of restaurants along 
2nd street.” He suggested 
lunch at Belmont Brewing. 
We will put together a flyer 
for the April newsletter, so 
if you are interested, put it 
on your calendar for Satur-
day April 30, 2011. 
 
We plan to have the annual 
PSOC members’ show dur-
ing the month of June at the 
Windows Gallery at the 
Huntington Beach Central 

Library. The theme will be 
“California Adventures” 
and we will be looking for 
images that depict the   
beauty, diversity, and     
adventure to be found in 
California. Details will be  
in the April Newsletter. The 
show will open the first 
week in June. 
 
We are still looking for 
members who would like to 
help the club. The major 
positions of responsibility 
are filled so, at this point, 
you would be assisting 
someone else and learning a 
job that you could possibly 
move into in the future. We 
are specifically looking for 
members to assist the mem-
bership committee, the hos-
pitality person, and those 
facilitating the mentoring 
program. Please call me if 
you are interested. 
 
The critique this month will 
be given by Glenn Cannon. 
I know he is a favorite of 
many of you, so we expect a 
lot of images. See you at the 
meeting! 
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“A place where members can approach photography with 
 a resolution to reach their creative potential.” 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 1 

BOARD/DATES/MAPS 2 

ASSIGNMENTS 3 

PSOC INFO 4 

MISC. INFO & TIPS  5,6,7   

FIELD TIP INFO -  MAR 8 

FIELD TRIP MAP -  APR 9 
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    P S O C  M E E T I N G  L O C A T I O N                                                         P S O C  C A R P O O L  L O C A T I O N 
               18225 Bushard, FV                                                                                                                                                           Beach & Stark., HB                

A�������/�����
:�A�������/�����
:�A�������/�����
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:�        Mar 24th@ 6:30PM 

                                             Apr 23rd@ 6:30PM 

 

)���*�+��,	:���)���*�+��,	:���)���*�+��,	:���)���*�+��,	:���     Mar 26th - Huntington Library 

                              Apr 27 - 5/1  Great Smokey Mt. Park 

                Apr 30 - Belmont Shore 
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Apr i l  Meet i ng  Ass ignment  -  Macro  

March  Meet i ng  Ass ignment  -  N igh t  Pho tography  
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Macro Photography- Stefan Steinberg�
PSOC Assignment to be shown at the April meeting�

Macro photography can be thought of as very close-up photography. It can include anything from an insect, part of a small 
child’s toy, the pistil or stamen of a flower, a snowflake, to the skin of a cantaloupe. Use your imagination and creative vision 
to explore the world close up.�

The term macro has been used in marketing material to mean being able to focus on a subject close enough so that when a reg-
ular 6×4 inch (15×10 cm) print is made, the image is life-size or larger.�

Macro lenses focus much closer than standard lenses of similar focal length, and are optimized to generally produce a life-size 
(1:1) image of the subject. Other options for macro include using either supplementary close-up lenses or extension tubes. Have 
you tried an extension tube? The idea is very simple. Extension tubes are just short spacers that fit between the camera body 
�����������	
�������
�����
�������������		��������	 ��������������������	��������	������������������
�� ������������
���������	  and 
the sensor, thus producing magnification of the image without degrading the image quality.�
You do not have to have special equipment. Most zoom lenses are not really macro lenses, but if used carefully, good results 
are possible. High megapixel cameras can make photos appear to be macro, because of their ability to allow you to crop in and 
still have relatively good resolution. Try to isolate detail in your image and get as close as you can. Try using the aperture prior-
ity setting on your camera and a very small aperture like f22 so you will get more depth of field, ie. area of sharp focus. Tripods 
with remote shutters releases can be very helpful when shooting macro images, since using small apertures will require longer 
exposures.�
Some of the beauty of macro Photography can be seen in this three-minute video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSMntzEyf4s&feature=related. There are also some very informative short YouTube videos 
about Macro Photography on www.YouTube.com . For you Nikon users, I typed “Macro photography Nikon” on the search 
line and spent the next hour getting some great hints how on to set up a Nikon for macros. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GjEFVxMi6HY . 

/�4��2��������

This topic was suggested by Jane Longfellow and Charlie Brac. 
 
Once the sun has set, many photographers pack away their cameras and go home. They are missing the 
opportunity to capture some very stunning and visually exciting images. We have all seen sunsets at the 
HB pier and cold morning sunrises on field trips, and there are many other night photography opportuni-
ties. 
 
Night photography is different and fascinating. It is about mystery and shadowy movements. The tech-
niques are unique and the surroundings can sometimes be cold and spooky. For March we have many 
choices. Your imagination is your guide. You might try night traffic, landscapes, skylines, city lights, 
neon signs, amusement parks, flood lighted statues, moonscapes, etc. 
 
The wonderful thing about digital cameras is the option to shoot a scene repeatedly using different set-
tings, in manual or program mode, and immediately see which combination of aperture, speed, ISO and 
white balance works best. Make sure to use a tripod and a cable or remote release. A short time delay 
works for point and shoot cameras. A sandbag or ledge is useful, if a tripod is not handy. 
Now is the chance to try out the Night Scene Mode, the mode knob icon with a picture of a person at 
night with a star over them, on your camera. This will allow you to capture the night scene and, with the 
flash, light a subject in the foreground.  With some flash modes the flash goes off when the lens first 
opens. Your manual explains this in detail. 
  
You might like to try light painting. This involves taking a long time-exposure and using a flashlight to 
systematically illuminate (paint) portions of the foreground.  
 
Go online and Google “Night Photography” to find some great websites. The “School of Photography” 
website provides an outstanding free 9 -  page night photography lesson at 
http://www.schoolofphotography.com/courses/free-night-photography-lesson.html.   YouTube also has 
some helpful information. I did a search on youtube.com for “night photography Canon” and then for 
Nikon and found many short videos on night landscapes, night portraits, etc., with detailed instructions 
on all the camera settings.  Some experts even recommend turning off the anti-shake feature at night for 
longer exposures. 
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Journeys: A Photographic Exhibition,  ANCIENT MYSTERIES TO MODERN WONDERS 

Opening January 15, 2011 

Journeys represents the work of 48 fine art photographers from the Photographic Society of Orange 
County. You will be able to experience the people and geography from many familiar and not-so-
familiar places as you view this collection of 110 photographs which represent 56 countries. 
We hope you will feel the sense of adventure as you see such scenes as evening light on                    
Macchhapuchhre  in Nepal, Himba Women in Namibia, the Singing Dunes in Mongolia, and a Baby 
Gorilla in Rwanda.  

The selection of images celebrates the diversity of people in this world of adventure we live in, as ex-
pressed by the collective vision of these fine photographers. 
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Fundamental Elements are important…… Mike Whitmore 
 
 
A book on my shelf caught my eye this evening, The Creative Photographer, written by the 
great photographer, Andreas Feininger in 1955. It started me thinking about the differences 
between 1955 and 2011 with regard to the ways we seek to realize our creative potential as 
photographers. 
 
Andreas Feininger shares some very interesting observations about the creative process. He 
says, “Personally, I am convinced that one of the main obstacles to the production of more 
effective photographs is the ingrained idea that photography is a mechanical, naturalistic 
means of reproduction.” He goes on to talk about the camera being like the painter's brush 
or the writer's typewriter, and how each medium uses their tools “to express intangibles – 
ideas, thoughts, or images – in a tangible form.” The tools we have available and use today 
have improved beyond what we could have imagined back in 1955, but the creative process 
remains the same. It has become much easier to take a sharp and well-exposed photograph, 
but it remains a great challenge to create an image with impact that expresses our creative 
vision. 
 
The emphasis in PSOC is to help each other work on the fundamental elements of photog-
raphy and to improve our ability to see photographs creatively. Seeing involves making 
choices. We choose content, composition, perspective, center-of-interest, what to include, 
use of space, colors, and lighting. The learning process is facilitated by participation in out-
ings, assignments and workshops. The critique at meetings is designed to emphasize the 
“seeing” aspect of photography. 
 
The following article 12 Elements of a Merit Image contains the twelve elements current-
ly used to evaluate an image by The Photographic Exhibitions Committee (PEC) of the 
Professional Photographer’s of America (PPA). The list is used with permission of PPA. 
 
The fundamentals really haven’t changed. 
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The Huntington Library  
 

March 26 Field trip  
 
1 1 5 1  O x f o r d  R o a d  
S a n  M a r i n o ,  C A  9 1 1 0 8 - 1 2 1 8  
( 6 2 6 )  4 0 5 - 2 2 0 3  w w w . h u n t i n g t o n . o r g /  
 
Hours 10:30a.m to 4:30p.m.  
Admission: Adults $20, Seniors (65+) $15  
Parking is free  
Carpoolers meet at PSOC carpool site at 9:00 a.m.  
Botanical Gardens  
 
The Botanical Gardens are an ever-changing exhibition of color and a constant delight. Covering 120 acres, more 
than a dozen specialized gardens are arranged within a park-like landscape of rolling lawns.  Among the most re-
markable are the Desert Garden, the Japanese Garden, the Rose Garden, and the Chinese garden. The camellia 
collection is one of the largest in the country. Other important botanical attractions include the Subtropical, Herb,   
Jungle, and Palm gardens. 
 
We will meet at the Café for lunch at 1:00.  
 
The Café offers self serve convenience and outdoor patio seating overlooking Shakespeare Garden. The menu fea-
tures a wide variety of sandwiches and grilled items such as hamburgers, hot dogs, grilled chicken sandwiches, and 
quesadillas, all made to order. Delicious entree salads with fruit or fresh mixed greens are ready-made and available 
in several varieties. Homemade soups, chili, freshly baked rolls and pastries are also available. 
 
F i l m i n g  &  P h o t o g r a p h y  
  
Informal "vacation style" picture taking and home videotaping are permitted throughout the institution. No flash photography or 
tripods are permitted in the buildings, although tripods may be used in the gardens. Additional photographic equipment is prohib-
ited (lights, reflectors, props, costumes, models), except under commercial contract 
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Lowest airfares from Orange County are 
about $400 for round trip to and from 
Knoxville, TN. Get your ticket early while 
rates are low and seats are available.�


