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 We had a 
total of 21 

people attend the Great 
Smoky Mountains National 
Park trip. The weather was 
pretty wild the day we ar-
rived but ended up being 
beautiful the rest of the time 
we were there. What a beau-
tiful place! We all had a 
good time and were able to 
capture lots of strong imag-
es to share at the meeting 
this month. You can read 
member Lou Murray’s col-
umn in the Huntington 
Beach Independent at 
www.hbindependent.com/n
ews/opinion where she de-
scribes the harrowing hail-
storm she and her fellow 
travelers experienced on the 
way to the park. 

The annual members’ show 
will open at the Huntington 
Beach Central Library Win-
dows gallery on June 1, and 
there will be a reception for 
members and guests on Sat-
urday June 11 from 7:00 to 
9:00 p.m. 

We are launching the new 
www.psocphoto.net website 
this month following the 
regular club meeting on 
May 26. The club's photo 
web site is “opt in” with 
respect to photo(s) postings 
and will include only those 
who ask to be included. 
Each member can submit up 
to 10 photos plus a photo of 
themselves to be displayed 
on the site. Look for the 
email that contains detailed 
instructions. 

Bill Fletcher has a group of 
11 members are working on 
a fine art book of the Muzeo 
show images. We will re-
port the progress to you as 
the book develops. 
 
Mark your calendars for the 
Saturday June 25 PSOC 
picnic at Irvine Regional 
Park. We are returning to 
the same location we pic-
nicked at last year because 
everyone had such an enjoy-
able time there. The flyer is 
in this newsletter. 
 
We plan to make Travel 
Photography the assignment 
to show at the July meeting 
in order to give all of you an 
opportunity to show images 

that you may have taken 
during your travels this past 
year. This can include eve-
rything from a trip to an 
exotic place on the globe, to 
a trip to visit family mem-
bers in their hometown. The 
personal choice is up to 
each of you. Pick three im-
ages that tell the story of a 
trip for us to see and enjoy. 
 
The Post Production Gang 
will have a workflow 
demonstration presented by 
Bob Eichen on Thursday 
evening May 19. Bob will 
discuss how he organizes 
his workflow from begin-
ning to end. 
 
The critique this month will 
be given by Matt Brown. 
Matt is a very successful 
professional photographer 
who has been published in 
numerous publications such 
as Sports Illustrated, Na-
tional Geographic Traveler, 
Forbes, Architectural Digest 
and many others. Check out 
his website at: 
www.mattbrownphoto.com/
index.php . 

             Mike         
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“A place where members can approach photography with 
 a resolution to reach their creative potential.” 
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    P S O C  M E E T I N G  L O C A T I O N                                                         P S O C  C A R P O O L  L O C A T I O N 
               18225 Bushard, FV                                                                                                                                                           Beach & Stark., HB                
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��8�    May 26th @ 6:30PM 

                                         June 23rd @ 6:30PM 
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*�8���         May 28 - Descansco Gardens     

                                  June 25 - Annual Picnic, Irvine Park 
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                    Mar– Aug -   Muzeo Gallery Show 

                                  June 1 - 30 -  HB Library Show 

                                  June 16 - Post Production Gang 
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 June  Mee t ing  Ass ignment  -  S t i l l  L i fe  

May  Meet i ng  Ass ignment  -  Ref lec t ions  
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STILL LIFE PHOTOGRAPHS 

You Are In Total Control! 

     Still life photography is the depiction of inanimate subject matter, most typically 
a small grouping of objects. Still life photography more so than other types of pho-
tography, such as landscape or portraiture, gives the photographer more leeway in 
the arrangement of design elements within a composition. Go to this site 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Still_life_photography for an interesting article on still 
life photography.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Still life photography is a demanding art, one in which the photographers are ex-
pected to be able to form their work with a refined sense of lighting, coupled with 
compositional skills. The still life photographer makes pictures rather 
than takes them.”   There are several excellent websites for articles for the beginner to                 
advanced photographers. Google “Still Life Photography” and about 9 million results appear in less than one 
second. It must be a popular topic.  Betterphoto.com has some outstanding examples of still life photography, 
with some photos textured to look like old oil paintings we all grew up with. 
http://www.betterphoto.com/gallery/dynoGall2.asp?catID=17                                                                         
Remember lighting is critical.  Here are five hints from The Digital Photography School website.                                                                 
1. Use a simple backdrop  2. Make your lighting contrasty: 3. Light directionally.  4. Pay attention to 
your angles. 5. Light for shape.  
Read more at: http://www.digital-photography-school.com/5-still-life-lighting-tips-for-
beginners#ixzz1Lgi7CwWL 
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WOW, look at that great reflection!  We hear this every month at PSOC 
meetings.  Our people are great at finding that special beautiful shot. 
It is hard to tell PSOC members anything new about reflections.  Every 
month we see outstanding ones at our critiques.  Living near the water,  
they are  a mainstay in pier shots, ocean and beach sunsets. On our field 
trips, we have seen stunning morning sunrises on Mono Lake as well as 
clear reflections of Barker Dam at Joshua Tree, the Aspens in the     Mam-
moth Lakes area, even with the snow falling. 
Have you tried any HDR reflections? They really pop. 
There is no right light for reflections: early morning, noon or before sunset, overcast or nighttime, even in a 
bath tub works. 
Perfectly still water may be great for stunning mirror-like reflections, but a rougher surface can give a very 
artistic effect.  Sometimes just the reflection itself is more than sufficient without including the object being 
reflected.  I like reflections on shiny chromed airplane propeller spinners or in sunglasses that creatively dis-
tort the image. 
Reflections are everywhere inside, outside, day or night. Find some great ones. 
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���������The critique this month will be given by 
Matt Brown.   We will be showing our field trip 
to Smoky Mountains and/or the assignment 
“Reflections” 

You can show up to three images plus a title. 
Send to Denji at psocphoto@gmail.com on or 
before May 26th by 6:00PM . 

      Re-size your images to 1000 pixels for the 
longest dimension before sending them to                                     
psocphoto@gmail.com  
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Journeys: A Photographic Exhibition,  ANCIENT MYSTERIES TO MODERN WONDERS 

Continuing until August 2011 

Journeys represents the work of 48 fine art photographers from the Photographic Society of Orange 
County. You will be able to experience the people and geography from many familiar and not-so-
familiar places as you view this collection of 110 photographs which represent 56 countries. 
We hope you will feel the sense of adventure as you see such scenes as evening light on                    
Macchhapuchhre  in Nepal, Himba Women in Namibia, the Singing Dunes in Mongolia, and a Baby 
Gorilla in Rwanda.  

The selection of images celebrates the diversity of people in this world of adventure we live in, as ex-
pressed by the collective vision of these fine photographers. 
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This is something that all PSOC members can enter! 
 

Don’t miss this opportunity! 
 
 

Amateur & Professional Categories 
Photography & Non-Traditional Prints Categories 

Color and Black & White Categories 
 

There are eight classes for each traditional category 
 

                                                             01 People 
                                                             02 Children/Families 
                                                             03 Landscapes 
                                                             04 Seascapes 
                                                             05 Architecture or Urban Scene 
                                                             06 Plants 
                                                             07 Animals/Sea Life/Insects 
                                                             08 Misc. – not mentioned above 

 
There are two classes for Non-Traditional Prints 

 
                                                             01 Special Effects 
                                                             02 Computer Manipulated Image 

 
Enter Online: To download the guide for photography entry you can go to: 

 
www.ocfair.com/competitions/Visual_Arts.aspx 

 
Entry deadline:   June 1, Wednesday – Last day to enter. 

 
Delivery date:    July 1, Friday - 7 a.m. – 9 p.m. 



North Rim of the Grand Canyon 
 

September 22-25, 2011 
 
 

 
     The North Rim of the Grand Canyon, sometimes referred to as the "other" Grand      
Canyon, is less populated with visitors and uniquely different from the South Rim. 

The North Rim of the Grand Canyon offers a sense of the true American West - 
rugged, peaceful, spectacular and scenic. 

     We will be staying the nights of 9/22 to 9/25. You can find out about the north rim at: 
www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/directions_n_rim.htm . We will be staying right at the 
north rim. Call 1-877-386-4383 and tell them you are with PSOC. They are holding 
rooms for us. The rate is their regular rate of between $116 and $121 for non view rooms 
(more for view rooms). You can check out the accommodations at: 
http://foreverlodging.com/lodging.cfm?PropertyKey=181 . 

SEPTEMBER OVERNIGHTER FIELD  TRIP 
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MAY FIELD TRIP �

DESCANSO GARDENS�
�

DATE: Saturday May 28th�

GARDEN HOURS: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM�
                        ENTRANCE FEES - $8, Seniors$6�

�

LUNCH: Garden Café – located onsite – 12:30 PM�
�

     May’s PSOC outing will be at the beautiful Descanso Gardens in                      
La Canada/Flintridge.  In addition to the many gardens with their wide variety    
of flowers, there is the Boddy House, the original home of the founder of    
Descanso Gardens, Manchester Boddy, as well as a Bird Observation Station and 
the Enchanted  Boddy Railroad, a 1/8 scale replica, all of which should provide us          

           many photographic opportunities.�
�
     You will enjoy photographing the magnificent Camellia Garden, the Japanese Garden, the Rose Garden, 
the California Garden, the Iris Garden, the Lilac Garden, and the Oak Forest. The May bloom includes    
azaleas, camellias, roses, wildflowers, and California natives.�
�
     Descanso Gardens is located at 1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada/Flintridge. It is generally near the 210 
and 2 Freeways. There is adequate free parking at the Gardens. Their phone number is 818 949-4200 and 
their website is http://www.descansogardens.org/index.php.  The flower bloom in May should include     
Azaleas, Camellias, Roses, Irises and a variety of wildflowers. Tripods are permitted but only in walkways  
as long as they are not obstructing other guests.�

· Directions: Take I-5 N Santa Ana Freeway toward Los Angeles, continue on I-5 to exit 139A for CA-2 
N Glendale Freeway toward Glendale, take the Verdugo Blvd exit, turn right on Verdugo Blvd, turn 
right on Descanso Drive. Descanso Gardens will be on the right. 1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada,CA�

�

· Carpool will leave from the Office Max lot on the corner of Beach Blvd. and Stark in 
Huntington Beach at 8:30 a.m.�
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PSOC Annual Picnic 
 
IRVINE REGIONAL PARK  
 
DATE: Saturday, June 25h 
TIME: 11:00am 
CARPOOL: Meet at 10:00am across from the old 
PSOC office, Stark & Beach near surfer statue in the 
Office Max parking lot 
PARK HOURS: 6am to 9pm. �
��Entrance fee $5 per vehicle 
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Join PSOC members for a picnic and some interesting photo opportunities at Irvine Regional Park. This is 
a good chance to sit down with our fellow photographers and friends and enjoy a summer’s day in the 
park. Of course, don’t forget to bring your camera because the park is full of activities. The activities in-
clude bicycle/walking trails, playgrounds, softball fields, horseshoe pits, volleyball, a train, equestrian 
trails, paddleboats on the lake, a zoo and all of the beauty of the outdoors and the oak and sycamore trees. 
Irvine Regional Park is the oldest regional park in California having been founded in 1897. 

PSOC members can meet at the carpool location and ride together to Irvine Regional Park. Admission is 
$5 per vehicle. The park is located in Santiago Canyon, 6 miles east of the City of Orange. Take the New-
port (55) Freeway to the Chapman Avenue East off ramp. Head east on Chapman for approximately 5 
miles. Turn left on Jamboree for one-fourth mile to the park entrance. Once inside the park turn right and 
go past the lake. Turn left and go to parking lot 9 (see map – P9). We will have an area near this parking 
lot and will have signs directing you to the PSOC area. 
 
PSOC will provide chicken, beverages, dessert, utensils and plates. The rest will be potluck so please bring 
a salad or a side dish to share. Please bring your own chairs. 

There is a nature center within the park. The Orange County Zoo is located in the park and there is a $2.00 
per person fee for entry. Bicycles can be rented starting at $12.00 per hour. Paddleboats can be rented for 
$12.00 per half hour. These rentals start at 10:00 am. 

For more information: www.ocparks.com/irvinepark. To download a map of the park and directions to the 
park, click on “Park Brochures.” We look forward to seeing you there. 
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