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The Great Smoky Mountain 
National Park trip begins on 
April 27. The trip infor-
mation packets were passed 
out at the March meeting. 
Please let me know if you 
are going and do not have a 
trip packet. 
 
The alternate April field trip 
for those who do not go to 
the Great Smoky Mountains 
is the residential area be-
tween 2nd street and the 
ocean in Belmont Shore. 
The area has a great variety 
of photo possibilities. Andy 
Schmidt suggested lunch at 
Belmont Brewing. Details 
are in the flyer in this news-
letter. 
 
We plan to have the annual 
PSOC members’ show dur-
ing the month of June at the 
Windows Gallery at the 
Huntington Beach Central 
Library. The theme will be 
“Images of California,” and 
we will be looking for imag-
es that depict the beauty, 
diversity, and adventure to 

be found in California. De-
tails are in this April News-
letter. The show will open 
on June 1. 
 
The PSOC Photo web site is 
ready for review & partici-
pation by club members. 
The website homepage is 
located at psocphoto.net. 
The website will have a 
photo slide show on its 
homepage and two photo 
galleries. Member participa-
tion in the photo slide show 
and in the photo galleries is 
optional. The Mug Shots 
photo gallery is intended to 
have members’ portraits to 
help members identify each 
other. The Monthly Photo 
Gallery will display the 
photos that were shown at 
our monthly club meeting. 
Look for the email that is 
going out this week with 
details about the website. Be 
sure to thank Denji for all 
the work he put into this. 
Renee Stewart Jackson and 
Jim Parenzan helped him. 
 
Bill Fletcher has organized 
a group of PSOC members 
to develop a fine-art book of 
our Muzeo Show images. 
You can contact Bill if you 
have an interest in helping 
with this project. 

 
We still have openings for 
members who would like to 
help the club. We are spe-
cifically looking for mem-
bers to assist the member-
ship committee, to greet 
visitors at meetings, to work 
on the Muzeo Show book, 
and to help facilitate a new 
mentoring program. Please 
call me if you are interested. 
 
The Orange County Fair is 
coming up soon, and entries 
for the photographic compe-
tition will be due by June 1. 
We always have a good 
representation of PSOC 
members participating in the 
show at the fair. You can 
get information about enter-
ing by going to 
ocfair.com/competitions and 
by calling 714-708-1593. 
 
The critique this month will 
be given by Barry Evans. 
Barry has a degree in Bota-
ny and is very much into 
plant and flower photog-
raphy. His critique of the 
Huntington Library images 
and macro assignment im-
ages will be educational and 
helpful, as always 
              Mike         
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“A place where members can approach photography with 
 a resolution to reach their creative potential.” 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 1 

BOARD/DATES/MAPS 2 

ASSIGNMENTS 3 

PSOC INFO 4 

MISC. INFO & TIPS  5,6,7   

FIELD TIP INFO -  MAR 8 

FIELD TRIP MAP -  APR 9 

�

�����������

	��
���
���������

�������

�����
����������

���

�
�����������������

�
����������	 
�

�



���
����� ���������������
��������������������

��
���������� ��� ��!��	�� �����"��#�#�$%���

&����	������ '����(��
������� �����"���"$������

)���*�+��,�������������������&�		������������������ �����"���#"-%����

� ���������������'������&�		���������������"���#"�%� ���

.�	,�������� /��
���'���	� �����"�������#���

� � (��*��0���������������������"��#������#�

/�����	��,� 1��2��3��������������"������%�#��

� � 4���	����/�	����5��������"����#�#�%��

1��	���������� /������6��5����������������"���$�"��� �

78����
���+��,	� /�5��3�����������������"������%�#��

� � � � �
�

� � � � � � �

��79�3!6�:+!��79�3!6�:+!��79�3!6�:+!��79�3!6�:+!;����������� ���<,	�2<������<,	�2<������<,	�2<������<,	�2<���� ���

����

���79�/�����
��**��		;���79�/�����
��**��		;���79�/�����
��**��		;���79�/�����
��**��		;���"#$���/�<�9������9��2��=��
)��������>�����=�9�����%#�

���	������	������	������	���� �������������������� �������������
��5���������?8���@��<����

!*������!*������!*������!*������� �������;��������;��������;��������;�������������5�"��%?
����<2���

�����������		���	�����������		���	�����������		���	�����������		���	;��������������������������������� �����������;��������������������������������������������;��������������������������������������������;��������������������������������������������
,	�2,����?
����<2���

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � 	 �


 	� � 
 � 	 � � � � � � � �	 � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � �
���	�*���� /�5��3��������������������"������%�#��

>�2�����	�*���� >�������
���������������������"���$� �%"���

��2������A� 9������9���2��������������"����$�"�%��

����������������+���	�����

����2���� � 0���
��.�
��� ��������"�������#���

����2���������������������'����(��
���������������� �"���"$������

����2���� ����������������'����������*� ���������"��� $���"�%�

����2���� � /��
���'���	�����������������"������$�%"�

����2���� ����������������(���	�(��9���B������������ ����"��#�����"$��

����2��������������������������
������������������" ����%�$#"��

    P S O C  M E E T I N G  L O C A T I O N                                                         P S O C  C A R P O O L  L O C A T I O N 
               18225 Bushard, FV                                                                                                                                                           Beach & Stark., HB                
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;�        April 21st@ 6:30PM 

     May 26th @ 6:30PM 

)���*�+��,	;���)���*�+��,	;���)���*�+��,	;���)���*�+��,	;���      Apr 27 - 5/1  Great Smokey Mt. Park   

     Apr 30 - Belmont Shores 

     May 28 - Descansco Gardens    
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�      
                    Mar– Aug -   Muzeo Gallery Show 

                                  June 1 - 30 -  HB Library Show 
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Apr i l  Meet i ng  Ass ignment  -  Macro  

May  Meet i ng  Ass ignment  -  Ref lec t ions  

��������	
��

Macro Photography- Stefan Steinberg�
PSOC Assignment to be shown at the April meeting 
�

Macro photography can be thought of as very close-up photography. It can include 
anything from an insect, part of a small child’s toy, the pistil or stamen of a flower, a 
snowflake, to the skin of a cantaloupe. Use your imagination and creative vision to 
explore the world close up.�

The term macro has been used in marketing material to mean being able to focus on a 
subject close enough so that when a regular 6×4 inch (15×10 cm) print is made, the 
image is life-size or larger.�

Macro lenses focus much closer than standard lenses of similar focal length, and are optimized to generally produce 
a life-size (1:1) image of the subject. Other options for macro include using either supplementary close-up lenses or 
extension tubes. Have you tried an extension tube? The idea is very simple. Extension tubes are just short spacers 
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tance between the optical center of the lens and the sensor, thus producing magnification of the image without de-
grading the image quality. 
�
You do not have to have special equipment. Most zoom lenses are not really macro lenses, but if used carefully, 
good results are possible. High megapixel cameras can make photos appear to be macro, because of their ability to 
allow you to crop in and still have relatively good resolution. Try to isolate detail in your image and get as close as 
you can. Try using the aperture priority setting on your camera and a very small aperture like f22 so you will get 
more depth of field, ie. area of sharp focus. Tripods with remote shutters releases can be very helpful when shooting 
macro images, since using small apertures will require longer exposures.�
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WOW, look at that great reflection!  We hear this every month at PSOC 
meetings.  Our people are great at finding that special beautiful shot. 
It is hard to tell PSOC members anything new about reflections.  Every 
month we see outstanding ones at our critiques.  Living near the water,  
they are  a mainstay in pier shots, ocean and beach sunsets. On our field 
trips, we have seen stunning morning sunrises on Mono Lake as well as 
clear reflections of Barker Dam at Joshua Tree, the Aspens in the     
Mammoth Lakes area, even with the snow falling. 
Have you tried any HDR reflections? They really pop. 
There is no right light for reflections: early morning, noon or before sunset, overcast or nighttime, even in 
a bath tub works. 
Perfectly still water may be great for stunning mirror-like reflections, but a rougher surface can give a 
very artistic effect.  Sometimes just the reflection itself is more than sufficient without including the ob-
ject being reflected.  I like reflections on shiny chromed airplane propeller spinners or in sunglasses that 
creatively distort the image. 
Reflections are everywhere inside, outside, day or night. Find some great ones. 
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Evans.   Barry is very informative. We will be 
showing our field trip to Huntington Library and/or 
the assignment Macro. 

You can show up to three images plus a title. Send 
to Denji at psocphoto@gmail.com on or before 
April 19th by 6:00PM . 

      Re-size your images to 1000 pixels for the 
longest dimension before sending them to                                     
psocphoto@gmail.com  
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Journeys: A Photographic Exhibition,  ANCIENT MYSTERIES TO MODERN WONDERS 

Opening January 15, 2011 

Journeys represents the work of 48 fine art photographers from the Photographic Society of Orange 
County. You will be able to experience the people and geography from many familiar and not-so-
familiar places as you view this collection of 110 photographs which represent 56 countries. 
We hope you will feel the sense of adventure as you see such scenes as evening light on                    
Macchhapuchhre  in Nepal, Himba Women in Namibia, the Singing Dunes in Mongolia, and a Baby 
Gorilla in Rwanda.  

The selection of images celebrates the diversity of people in this world of adventure we live in, as ex-
pressed by the collective vision of these fine photographers. 
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A note from Jon Zich�
�
After growing my photography collection, and out growing my previous gallery on Flickr, I’ve decided to migrate to 
a new gallery location that I think you will find exciting, dynamic, and quite extensive (check out the keyword 
search and the slideshows!)..�

��
My new gallery is (and don’t forget to bookmark it):�
��
http://CostaMesaPhotography.SmugMug.com�

     

 

    Hoiyin Ip invites you to her show on 4/22  
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Jennie Breeze invites to see her 

Show 4/1 - 4/28 
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Lowest airfares from Orange County are 
about $400 for round trip to and from 
Knoxville, TN. Get your ticket early while 
rates are low and seats are available.�
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BELMONT SHORE �
�
ALTERNATE FIELD TRIP – APRIL 30 �
�
For those not traveling to the Great Smoky Mountain National Park for our April Field 
Trip, Andy Schmidt has suggested a local alternate field trip to Belmont Shore.  He      
suggests that you can challenge your creativity, test your compositional skills and put 
your technical know-how to work in the residential neighborhood between 2nd Street and 
Ocean Avenue.  This neighborhood features Spanish-style homes from the 1920s and 30s, 
as well as beach bungalows.  Whether you are into plants and landscaping, traditional or 
unique architecture, details and decorations, or urban landscapes, this area offers an eclec-
tic mix of possibilities.�
�
If you want to venture through the area together, Andy can meet you at the Livingston 
Playground behind the Wells Fargo building at 10:00 AM. It is just a block off of 2nd 
Street – there is lots of free street parking in the area 
(http://tinyurl.com/LivingstonPlayground).�

Andy also adds that although there are many great places to eat along 2nd Street, the Bel-
mont Brewing Company, at the foot of the Belmont Pier, is the suggested meeting spot 
for lunch at 1:00 PM – that will avoid most of the busy lunch crowd 
(http://tinyurlcom/BelmontBrewing).�

Please contact Andy by email (andy@pixonthewww.com) before that Saturday, April 30th, or give him a call at 714 580-9246 
that Saturday morning, if you plan to join the group for lunch so he can call ahead and make arrangements for the group.�

There is plenty of free parking throughout the residential area while you are shooting. There is also an inexpensive “pay and 
display” lot by the pier for lunch, but you can find some free parking a couple of blocks away along Ocean Avenue if you don’t 
mind the walk.�
�
We will not be meeting to car pool for this outing as it is so close.�
�
There is a map of the general area in Belmont Shore. On Page 11.�
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MAY FIELD TRIP �

DESCANSO GARDENS�
�

DATE: Saturday May 28th�

GARDEN HOURS: 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM�
                        ENTRANCE FEES - $8, Seniors$6�

�

LUNCH: Garden Café – located onsite – 12:30 PM�
�

May’s PSOC outing will be at the beautiful Descanso Gardens in La Cana-
da/Flintridge. In addition to the many gardens with their wide variety of flowers, there is the Boddy House, 
the original home of the founder of Descanso Gardens, Manchester Boddy, as well as a Bird Observation Sta-
tion and the Enchanted Boddy Railroad, a 1/8 scale replica, all of which should provide us many photograph-
ic opportunities.�
�
You will enjoy photographing the magnificent Camellia Garden, the Japanese Garden, the Rose Garden, the 
California Garden, the Iris Garden, the Lilac Garden, and the Oak Forest. The May bloom includes azaleas, 
camellias, roses, wildflowers, and California natives.�
�
Descanso Gardens is located at 1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada/Flintridge. It is generally near the 210 and 
2 Freeways. There is adequate free parking at the Gardens. Their phone number is 818 949-4200 and their 
website is http://www.descansogardens.org/index.php. The flower bloom in May should include Azaleas, Ca-
mellias, Roses, Irises and a variety of wildflowers. Tripods are permitted but only in walkways as long as 
they are not obstructing other guests.�

�
. Directions: Take I-5 N Santa Ana Freeway toward Los Angeles, continue on I-5 to exit 139A for CA-2 N 
Glendale Freeway toward Glendale, take the Verdugo Blvd exit, turn right on Verdugo Blvd, turn right on 
Descanso Drive. Descanso Gardens will be on the right. 1418 Descanso Drive, La Canada,CA�


